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 SECTION ONE

BACKGROUND

Nigeria's general elections have been marked by both advancements and 
difficulties. While Nigerians have had the chance to exercise their rights to vote and 
choose their leaders thanks to the democratic process, there have been worries 
about electoral fraud, voter suppression, and violence throughout campaigns and 
election days.

The electoral organization in charge of planning and supervising general elections 
in Nigeria is the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC). INEC is 
essential to maintaining the fairness, legitimacy, and transparency of the electoral 
process. Its duties include voter registration, monitoring of party congresses, 
election administration, and the declaration of election results.

The 2023 General Elections was like every other election that has been held. There 
are 176846 polling units, 93469008 registered voters, and 18 political parties, 
according to INEC. In Nigeria, the presidential, gubernatorial, and legislative seats 
at the federal and state levels are normally up for election during the general 
elections. Both large and not-so-large political parties take part in the electoral 
process by fielding candidates for public offices.

Elections for federal and state offices are crucial occurrences that influence 
Nigeria's political climate and system of government. The purpose of these 
elections is for Nigerian citizens to choose representatives and leaders who will fill 
various government positions.

Elections for the President of Nigeria and members of the National Assembly 
(which consists of the Senate and the House of Representatives) are held at the 
federal level. The President is the head of state and government, and the elected 
members of the National Assembly are in charge of passing laws, approving 
budgets, and supervising the executive branch. Governors, members of state 
legislatures, and local government officials are all elected at the state level in 
Nigeria. Periodically, elections are held in Nigeria in accordance with the rules and 
laws governing the nation's elections, which are established by the Independent 
National Electoral Commission (INEC). Voter registration, political campaigning, 
voting, and results announcement all fall under the electoral process. It is 
significant to note that Nigerian elections have changed over time as attempts have 
been made to increase openness, credibility, and inclusivity.

Although difficulties still exist, including questions regarding electoral integrity, 
improvements have been made to Nigeria's electoral system. The use of 
technology to increase the effectiveness and transparency of the voting process is 
one of these, along with voter education initiatives and electoral reforms.
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 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Centre for Transparency Advocacy (CTA), a reputable group of observers that has 
observed previous elections in the nation, put in place a solid plan for carrying out 
electoral activities that are scheduled to take place before, during, and after the elections. 
Stakeholders' engagements held across the 6 geo-political zones in Nigeria. CTA 
observed the Mock Accreditation, collection of PVCs by citizens and conducted voter 
education in some communities.  In order to keep stakeholders informed of the findings 
on the ground between February 25 and March 18, 2023, CTA deployed observers during 
the Mock Exercise as well as 2000 observers across the country's 36 states, including the 
Federal Capital Territory. 

The CTA opened her Situation Room in Abuja for the Presidential and National Assembly 
Elections while it equally, opened a Situation Room in Asaba, Delta State for the 
Governorship and State's Houses of Assembly Elections. 

On February 25, 2023, Nigerian voters chose a president and vice president in the 
country's presidential election. The All-Progressives Congress's candidate and former 
governor of Lagos State, Bola Ahmed Tinubu, won the contested election with 36.61% of 
the votes, or 8,794,726 total votes. Atiku Abubakar, a former vice president of the People's 
Democratic Party, and Peter Obi, a former governor of Anambra State, were the runners-
up. Both candidates immediately disputed the results; Obi claimed he had won. 

Interestingly reports from CTA observers indicated that   98% of the polling units had a 
political party presence with the top three representation being; 95.8% from the All-
Progressive Congress (APC), 93.4% from the People's Democratic Party (PDP) and 
65.6% from Labour Party (LP) 

State elections were originally set for two weeks later on March 11, but were moved up by 
a week and held on March 18 instead. Other federal elections, such as those for the House 
of Representatives and the Senate, were held on the same day as the presidential.

In the final press conference for the presidential and national assembly elections, CTA 
released a detailed report from field observers across the country that stated that the 
percentage of challenges with the B-VAS was at 24%, mostly due to poor network at some 
locations that caused the B-VAS to be slow, the inability of the B-VAS to capture 
fingerprints, wrong password, low batteries, and the refusal of the presiding officers to 
upload results at the polling units after the elections.  

There were reports of tension from some polling units arising from the late arrival of 
personnel and materials, incomplete election materials, intimidation by party thugs, 
forced extension of voting hours, non-availability of result sheets, double voting by some 
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persons, vote canvassing, undue assistance by party agents to aid voters thumbprint, 
unnecessary hoarding of voting materials by ad-hoc staff for unjust reasons, insufficient 
security and poor crowd control among others. 

Opposition arose as state results were beginning to be revealed on February 26 at 

the national collation centre in Abuja because the results data had not yet been 

properly uploaded to the I-rev prior to their announcement. The Abubakar, Obi, 

and Rabi'u Kwankwaso campaigns questioned and eventually officially rejected 

the declared election results on 28 February as a result of these circumstances as 

well as criticism of INEC from some observers and civil society organizations.

After compiling all of the results from states on March 1st, INEC chairman 

Mahmood Yakubu proclaimed Tinubu the winner. Abubakar, Obi, and Rabi'u 

Kwankwaso responded by rejecting the findings and pledging to contest them at 

the tribunal. 

Similarly, Governorship Election results were announced in various state capitals 

by INEC Returning officers at the close of elections. Except for a State like 

Adamawa where the Resident Electoral Commissioner embarrassed the 

Commission and in fact, the country by personally announcing the result from a 

sheet of paper when voting and collation have not been concluded in some Local 

Government Areas and Wards.  

The Centre for Transparency Advocacy salutes the tenacity of Nigerians on 

coming out to vote and make sure that their votes count. 

Faith Nwadishi 

Executive Director 
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SECTION TWO

PRE-ELECTION ACTIVITIES

1. STAKEHOLDERS' ENGAGEMENT/MEETINGS

The Centre for Transparency Advocacy (CTA) plays a vital role in promoting 
transparency, accountability, and good governance in Nigeria. During the 2023 
General elections, the CTA recognized the importance of engaging with 
stakeholders across the six geo-political zones, by conducting stakeholder 
meetings, aimed at fostering dialogue, gathering perspectives, and enhancing 
preparations for the upcoming elections.

The CTA recognizes that effective elections require the involvement and 
collaboration of various actors, including political parties, civil society 
organizations, election management bodies, security agencies, media 
organizations, religious bodies and the public.

The stakeholder meetings served as platforms for constructive dialogue and 
knowledge exchange. They provided an opportunity for participants to discuss 
electoral reforms, identify areas that require improvement, and suggest actionable 
recommendations. The CTA encouraged stakeholders to share their experiences, 
insights, and expertise, fostering a collaborative environment that enhances the 
quality of election planning and implementation.

Furthermore, these meetings allowed the CTA to raise awareness about the 
significance of transparency, accountability, and integrity in the electoral process. 
By engaging stakeholders from diverse backgrounds, the CTA promoted a shared 
understanding of the principles that underpin free and fair elections. It facilitated 
discussions on topics such as voter education, electoral violence prevention, voter 
registration, campaign financing, and the role of the media in ensuring unbiased 
coverage. 

Meetings were held in Benin City- Edo State for the South-South, Enugu in Enugu 
State for the South East, Kano in Kano State for the North- West, Gombe in Gombe 
State for the North East, Abuja – FCT for the North Central and Ibadan in Oyo State 
for the South West. There was equally a stakeholder meeting in Asaba, Delta State. 
The meetings enabled robust conversations and interactions for citizens to express 
their concerns, expectations and way forward for sustainable democracy through a 
credible electoral process.  
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Cross	section	of	Participants	
at	the	meeting

Engr	Faith	Nwadishi,	Executive	Directive,	
CTA	in	a	media	interview	

Participants	at	the	meeting Members	at	the	high	table

Pictures	from	South-East	Stakeholders	meeting

Participants	at	the	meeting

										Pictures	from	South-South	Stakeholders	Meeting
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Members	of	the	high	table

The	Executive	Director	
CTA	rendering	her	speech

Members	of	the	High	table

										Pictures	from	South-West	Stakeholders	meeting
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Pictures from North-West Stakeholders meeting

Cross-section of  participants at the meeting

Members of  the high table CTA Executive Director giving her opening remarks

Picture from North-East Stakeholders meeting

Participants at the meeting
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         Pictures from North-East Stakeholders meeting

Members of the high table A glimpse at par�cipants at the mee�ng

A picture of CTA Na�onal coordinators, North -Central Zonal and States coordinators.

1.
 

MONITORING OF PVC COLLECTION
 

CTA conducted two vox pops in the FCT to engage the masses on their registration and 
collection of their PVCs. The CTA sent observers in some selected states to observe the 
collection of PVCs by citizens. This was one of the pre-election engagements by CTA.  

Find link below to watch videos on the observation of both registration and collection 
of PVC.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tRVX -0qYzHM&t=65s  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVTApX2Tn5I   
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1. MOCK ACCREDITATION EXERCISE
As part of INEC's preparations towards the 2023 General Elections, a test 
run of the use of the B-VAS was done through a mock exercise that was 
conducted on Saturday, February 4 2023 in 436 polling units across Nigeria; 
12 per state and 2 within the FCT.

To observe this process, CTA deployed one hundred and sixty-five observers 
across selected polling units in the country including the FCT. Reports from 
observers indicated enthusiasm and confidence in the use of the B-VAS.

Reports from the field indicated that the accreditation exercise was peaceful 
and successful but more awareness needed to be created for those who 
transferred, migrated or are posted to new polling units. Observers and 
voters that participated strongly believed that the deployment of the B-VAS 
will greatly check-mate vote buying and eliminate incidents of ballot 
snatching on election days.

Some pictures from field observers in Abuja (FCT)

 MOCK ACCREDITATION ANALYSIS
The Accreditation commenced at an average time of 8:30 am, adhering to a 
predefined schedule. The process of accrediting an individual voter was 
efficiently completed within a time frame of fewer than 5 minutes. A 
significant majority, specifically 58%, of the designated accreditation 
centres observed by CTA were strategically situated within educational 
institutions. Furthermore, to ensure a smooth electoral process, a minimum 
of three officials from the Independent National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) were present at each polling unit, accompanied by a minimum of two 
security personnel. Impressively, the overwhelming majority, 
approximately 91.8%, of the respondents reported that they encountered no 
issues with the Biometric Voter Authentication System (BVAS), while 
expressing satisfaction with the professionalism exhibited by officials that 
were present. 
(See annex—for infographics) 
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1. MEDIA ENGAGEMENTS

CTA had a robust media engagement with over 50 media appearances and 
120 media mentions. During the elections, the Centre for Transparency 
Advocacy (CTA) actively engaged with different media both conventional 
and online to ensure transparency and promote informed decision-making 
by establishing partnerships with media organizations to disseminate 
accurate and unbiased information to the public.

The CTA held press conferences, published press releases and conducted 
briefings to provide updates, share research findings, and fact-check to 
debunk false information related to the elections which helped to combat 
misinformation and ensure accurate reporting, profer recommendations and 
address media queries. It was an opportunity for the CTA to advocate for 
transparency and highlight any concerns or irregularities that needed 
attention.  

Equally, the CTA Executive Director Faith Nwadishi appeared at different 
Television stations like the NTA and AIT as Guest Analyst before, during and 
after the elections. There were numerous media interviews where she made 
useful contributions to the elections.

(See annex—for media links of the media engagements) 

2. RECRUITMENT OF OBSERVERS
The CTA, being an organization dedicated to promoting transparency and 
accountability, recognized the significance of recruiting observers who were 
unbiased and not affiliated with any political party or group. By doing so, 
CTA aimed to enhance the credibility and integrity of the observation 
process, valuable insights into the conduct of the electoral process and 
ensure the protection of democratic principles in Nigeria. 
2000 Election Observers were recruited across the country and were fully 
accredited by the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC). 
Observers were recruited based on the number of LGAs in the states, 
however, there were at least three observers in each senatorial district.

3. TRAINING AND DEPLOYMENT OF OBSERVERS
The CTA mobilized, trained and deployed a total of 2000 field observers 
across Nigeria. These observers were strategically deployed across the 36 
states and the Federal Capital Territory (FCT).  There was a Training of 
Trainers that was followed by a step-down training across Nigeria. 
The training was a hybrid structure hence some people attended physical 
training while others were trained virtually. This was necessitated due to the 
high risk of insecurity in certain areas or states and the need to train all 
accredited observers. 

Observers were selected and deployed based on the number of Local 
Government Areas in each state. However, every state has three observers in 
each senatorial district for even coverage.
Seasoned trainers were engaged to train the observers across the country. 
They include
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1.   Ezenwa Nwagwu, a seasoned Trainer and Election Expert 

2.   Babatunde Oluajo, a veteran in the field of elections. An election      
thobserver spanning the 4  Republic and social commentator on 

elections 

3.   Emeka Ononamadu, a strong civil society activist, the immediate 
past Resident Electoral Commissioner for Enugu State, an election   
administrator and Election Expert 

4.  Faith Nwadishi, an election observation expert, team lead, a 
regular Election Analyst on national and international Television, 
radio and print. A gender expert in elections and a seasoned trainer. 

5. MacDonald Ekemezie, a veteran election observer, communication 
expert and trainer.

              Picture from the Virtual training the State Coordinators
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Adamawa	state	

Kano	state	
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Plateau	state

Gombe	state

Katsina	state
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Niger	State

Pictures	from	FCT	observers	training
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Pictures	of	participants	at	the	training

Mr.	Babatunde	Oluajo	training	participants

on	the	overview	of	election	observation
Mr.	Emeka	Onanamadu	training	participants

	on	understanding	INEC	guidelines	

for	Election	observation

Participant	trainees	taking	the	observer's	pledge
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The	CTA	Executive	Director	led	the	trainees	to	take	the	observer's	pledge

1. VOTER EDUCATION
The Centre for Transparency Advocacy (CTA) is an organization that is 
committed to promoting transparency, accountability, and good governance 
in Nigeria. In line with this objective, organized an inclusive campaign 
aimed at educating voters and persons with disabilities (PWD) in the Karshi 
community of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja. 

The aim was to enlighten citizens about the importance of participating in the 
electoral process and educate them on the voting procedures and the 
provisions made by INEC for persons with disabilities during the elections.

	
											Voter	Education	with	PWDs	at	Karshi	Community,	Abuja
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Group	photographs	of	participants	with	Madam	Faith	Nwadishi,	
Executive	Director	of	CTA.

thOPENING OF SITUATION ROOM: On the 24  February 2023, CTA 

conducted a press conference to officially open its situation room which was 

located in Denis Hotel, FCT, Abuja. This was to help monitor reports of the 

happenings from deployed observers nationwide during the Presidential and 

National Assembly elections.   The CTA had another Situation Room at 

Golden Tulip Hotel Asaba, Delta State for the Governorship and State 

Assembly Elections. 

The	 Executive	 Director	 of	 CTA	 Faith	 Nwadishi	
with	some	members	of	the	CTA	Election	Expert	Team
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Some	of	the	CTA	Election	Expert	team	members	during	t

he	opening	of	the	CTA	2023	General	Elections	Situation	Room.	

	From	left,	Professor	Alex	Asigbo,	Faith	Nwadishi,	

Professor	Anthony	Kola-	Olusanya,	

Professor	Emmanuel	Remi	Aiyede	and	Babatunde	Oluajo
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SECTION THREE

ELECTION DAY ACTIVITIES/REPORTS
PRESIDENTIAL AND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS REPORT

The scheduled Presidential and National Assembly Elections were successfully 
held in Nigeria on February 25th, 2023, despite facing significant challenges. 
These challenges included widespread insecurity and attacks on numerous INEC 
facilities across the country since 2019, resulting in a climate of fear and 
uncertainty leading up to the elections. 
During the elections, there were certain areas of concern such as INEC's 
preparedness, logistical arrangements, security measures, and the conduct of 
political actors in ensuring free, fair, credible, inclusive, and conclusive elections.

Findings from our field observers, deployed across the country, shed light on 
various aspects of the electoral process. One key observation was the delayed 
arrival of INEC officials and materials at some polling units, resulting in a delayed 
start to voter accreditation and voting. The hurried setup of polling units due to the 
delays led to instances where polling officials failed to adequately brief voters on 
proper voting procedures. However, in 53% of the observed polling units, the 
officials and materials arrived between 7 am and 8:30 am. 

Security personnel arrived generally with INEC personnel, however, some were 
not present at some polling units until around 9-10 am, although their behaviour 
was generally professional when they did arrive. Despite these challenges, voter 
turnout was impressive, and voters conducted themselves peacefully, following 
the prescribed voting guidelines.

Regarding the Biometric Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) and the conduct of 
INEC officials, priority was given to vulnerable groups such as pregnant women, 
nursing mothers, persons with disabilities, and the elderly. However, some INEC 
ad hoc staff demonstrated a lack of familiarity with the BVAS operation, resulting 
in issues such as incorrect codes and poor network connectivity. The BVAS 
worked effectively in 76% of the observed polling units, although there were 
instances where ad hoc staff failed to upload the results as required by the 
guidelines.

In certain regions of the country, there were reports of political parties and their 
agents engaging in acts of intimidation and harassment towards voters, 
particularly those perceived to support rival candidates. Additionally, incidents of 
open vote buying and selling were observed, involving various methods such as 
cash transfers, food vouchers, and the collection of personal account details. 
Despite efforts to address these practices, they continue to persist in the political 
landscape.
Furthermore, there were unfortunate incidents of violence, including physical 
injuries and the destruction of voting materials, reported in some states during the 
elections.
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FIELD REPORTS FROM CTA OBSERVERS 

The Presidential and National Assembly Elections were held across Nigeria on the 
thof 25  February 2023.

The elections were held as scheduled, despite the relative state of insecurity across 
the country and attacks on at least 52 INEC facilities in different locations across 
the country. Other acts of violence reported in the run-up to the elections include 
the assassination of aspirants and abduction of party stalwarts, disruptions of party 
campaign events and other acts of violence which created a general climate of fear 
and uncertainty in the build-up to the elections.

However, despite these challenges, CTA noted the efforts of INEC and its officials 
to perform its constitutional duties of conducting the elections as scheduled.
Recall that in our pre-election assessment, we raised concerns about the 
preparedness of INEC, logistics, security, and the role of political actors in 
delivering free, fair, credible, inclusive and conclusive elections.

The following are the  findings from our field observers deployed across the 
country:
Time of arrival of INEC Officials and materials/ Commencement of voting
Reports from our field observers deployed indicated that INEC officials and 
materials generally arrived on time at the majority of polling units observed. 
Although INEC proposed commencement of accreditation is for 8:30 am, on 
average, polling officials and materials arrived at polling units before 10:30 am. As 
a result of the late arrival of INEC officials and voting materials at some polling 
units, the commencement of voter accreditation and voting started after the 8.30 
am scheduled time.  The late arrival of electoral materials and officials in some 
locations caused delays in the election process, with some concluding as late as 
1:00 am the following day as was observed in some areas of Bauchi State.

However, reports from our observers across 982 polling units reported across the 
country, showed that INEC officials and materials arrived between 7 am and 8:30 
am in 53 per cent of the polling units.

The late arrival of INEC officials at some polling units necessitated the need for the 
setup of the polling units to be hurriedly done and this, in some cases, made the 
polling officials forget to properly brief the electorates on the proper voting 
procedures.
Presence/performance of Security Agents

While security personnel were expected to be on the ground before the 
commencement of the voting process, our observers noted that in some of the 
polling units, security personnel were not present until about 9 – 10 am. On 
average, there were about 4 security personnel in most of the polling units where 
our observers were deployed. Generally, observers reported that the security 
personnel behaved and conducted themselves professionally.
Voter Turnout/ Conduct of Voters
Voter turnout was generally impressive. In most cases, voters came out earlier than 
the arrival of INEC officials, materials and security personnel. They mostly 
conducted themselves peacefully and in accordance with voting guidelines.
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Performance of BVAS/Conduct of INEC Officials

Our observers reported that INEC officials in line with the electoral guidelines 
gave preferences to pregnant women, nursing mothers, PWDs and the elderly. 
However, our observers also noted that in some cases, INEC ad hoc staff 
demonstrated insufficient familiarity with the operation of the BVAS. Observers 
reported that wrong codes and poor network were some of the challenges faced by 
the ad-hoc staff
Reports from our observers across 982 polling units showed that the BVAS worked 
well in 76 per cent of the polling units. However, there were reported cases of Ad 
hoc staff not uploading results at the end of polls as stipulated in the guidelines.
Conduct of Political Parties/ Political Party Agents
98% of the polling units had a political party presence with the top three 
representation to be; 95.8% from the All-Progressive Congress (APC), 93.4% 
from the People's Democratic Party (PDP) and 65.6% from Labour Party (LP)
Reports from the field indicated in some parts of the country, that political parties 
and their agents were observed to be involved in acts of intimidation and 
harassment of voters, especially those suspected to be sympathetic to candidates 
other than theirs. In some of these cases, these acts were perpetrated in full public 
glare and in the presence of security personnel. Some parts of Lagos State were 
hugely reported to have been affected by this as was corroborated by media and 
observers reports.

Vote Buying and Selling and Other Malpractices
Reports from observers indicated that the incidence of open vote buying and 
selling assumed a new dimension, cash transfers, food vouchers, name and 
account details collation. This in our view, may not be unconnected with the 
deployment of the BVAS for the elections to check-mate electoral fraud and 
possibly, the effect of the naira redesign policy. Given the mutative nature of vote 
buying and selling, the phenomenon appears far from being eradicated from the 
polity.

Violence
In addition to acts of intimidation and harassment, there were cases of violence 
reported from some states in the country. These include physical injuries and the 
destruction of voting materials.  Violence was reported in certain locations in Kogi 
State, including Ayingba in Dekina LGA, where three people lost their lives, and 
instances of ballot box snatching occurred. Also, there were attacks on INEC staff 
and observers by thugs in Doma LGA of Nassarawa State.  While there were 
threats of attacks by Boko Haram in Gwoza area of Borno State.
It is important to note that these findings cut across the Presidential and National 
Assembly Elections. The results for the National Assembly Elections were 
declared at the various constituencies by the designated Returning Officers. 
After the collation  of  all the Presidential Election results from the 36 states and 
the FCT on March 1st, INEC chairman Professor Mahmood Yakubu the Chief 
Returning Officer for the Presidential Election, returned the APC candidate, Bola 
Ahmed  Tinubu the winner. Atiku Abubakar of the PDP, Peter Obi of Labour and 
Rabi'u Kwankwaso of NNPP responded by rejecting the results and pledging to 
contest them at the tribunal. 
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										PICTURES	FROM	ACROSS	THE	STATES	AND	FCT	DURING	THE	ELECTIONS
										From	Abuja-FCT
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PICTURES	FROM	OTHER	STATES
From	Yobe	State
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From	Ogun	State

From	Kogi	State

CTA	Coordinator	in	Kogi	state	with	other	observers

										From	Benue	State	
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GOVERNORSHIP AND STATE ASSEMBLIES' ELECTIONS

On March 18, 2023, the Gubernatorial and State House of Assemblies elections took 
place, following controversies and tensions resulting from the previous Presidential 
elections. The Centre for Transparency Advocacy (CTA) deployed election observers 
across the country to observe the process. The CTA set up a Situation Room in Asaba 
Delta State and mobilized her election expert team members to observe the election 
and monitor reports from field observers across the nation.

The CTA findings indicated improvements in the timeliness of the arrival of INEC 
officials and materials, although some delays were reported. Security personnel were 
generally present but occasionally late. Voter turnout was low, possibly due to 
dissatisfaction expressed by some citizens with the previous election and concerns 
about security. INEC officials generally adhered to guidelines, although some lacked 
familiarity with certain rules. There were instances of violence, disruptions, and voter 
suppression in some polling units. Political parties and their agents were accused of 
disregarding the law, and vote buying was widespread. 

While our observers report indicated strengths and challenges during the elections 
which we highlighted in our various statements on the conduct of the 2023 
Presidential and National Assembly Elections, the elections did throw up interesting 
results like never before seen since 1999 when the current democratic journey began. 
Some politicians lost elections in their strongholds while opposition candidates won 
the governorship and House of Assembly elections against ruling parties in Kebbi 
State, the Governorship and State Houses of Assembly Elections were declared 
inconclusive due to a higher number of cancelled polling units compared to the 
margin of votes between the leading contestants. Similarly, the elections and collation 
in Adamawa state were rescheduled to allow elections to hold in some areas where 
infractions were reported. However, Adamawa State took a twist when the Resident 
Electoral Commissioner for Adamawa State Barrister Hudu Ari in the full glare of 
television with security watching bizarrely announced the result of an election yet to 
be concluded.

          FIELD REPORTS FROM OBSERVERS

           PREPARATIONS OF INEC
1. Logistical arrangements/Arrival of personnel and materials: The hiccups 

that nearly marred the Presidential and National Assembly Elections on 
February 25  were mitigated during the Governorship and State Assembly 
Elections. All arrangements to move personnel and materials seemed modified 
resulting in a better logistical arrangement and movement of personnel and 
materials to polling units in good time. On average, materials and personnel 
arrived early while accreditation and voting commenced in most polling units 
at about 8:30 am.
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PICTURES	FROM	THE	ELECTION

										From	Delta	State	–	Asaba
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									From	Ogun	State

From	Benue	state
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REPORT FROM STATES

NORTH-CENTRAL

 NIGER STATE

The state consists of 25 Local Government Areas (LGAs), and a total of 54 

observers were deployed across the state to observe the elections. However, there 

was a low turnout of voters. Observers reported several challenges, including voter 

apathy, malfunctioning of the BVAS machine, incidents of violence, disruption of 

voting, vote buying and selling, and missing names of registered voters from the 

electoral register.

The performance of the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) 

officials showed improvement compared to past elections. The security agencies 

demonstrated professionalism and were vigilant in addressing threats during the 

voting process. Overall, voters conducted themselves peacefully and orderly, 

although there were isolated incidents of violence in some polling units, which 

were resolved by the security agencies.

The challenges encountered during the elections included the low turnout of 

voters, issues with BVAS machine malfunctioning in some polling units, scarcity 

of naira notes due to the cashless policy introduced by the federal government, and 

poor internet service leading to delayed payment of observers' stipends

-KOGI STATE

The Presidential and National Assembly Elections in Kogi State, had high voter 

turnout, primarily consisting of youths and women. The elections were marred by 

vote trading, with party agents collecting voters' account details for monetary 

transfers after they voted. Violence was reported in certain locations, including 

Ayingba in Dekina LGA, where three people lost their lives, and instances of ballot 

box snatching occurred. Security personnel were not adequately present or 

proactive in preventing violence. Some BVAS machines malfunctioned, and 

INEC officials faced challenges in operating them. Reports were not immediately 

transmitted after the vote-counting process. The State House of Assembly 

Elections in Kogi State experienced low voter turnout, possibly due to a lack of 

confidence in INEC's neutrality following the conduct of presidential elections.

KWARA STATE

During the elections, there were reports of violence and irregularities in four 

polling units, leading to the cancellation of results in those areas. However, 

overall, the election was conducted peacefully in Kwara State, with different 
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SECTION FOUR

POST-ELECTION

It is important to note that some things went well in this election despite the avoidable 

challenges. This election could go down in history as staging upsets in areas traditional to 

certain politicians. Some perceived strong politicians were roundly defeated in their 

strongholds. Seating governors lost elections to little-known politicians and unexpectedly, 

some less politically fancied Nigerians were elected to the National Assembly.

The surge and enthusiasm shown by Nigerians in deciding who will lead them is worthy of 

commendation. The resilience of the youth, the dedication of the Civil Society and in fact, the 

commitment of the media should not be overlooked. This is worthy of commendation too.

The seeming disappointment of the citizens towards the outcome of the Presidential election 

due to no upload of results to the IREV created an ugly face of this election. However, CTA 

commends Nigerians for exercising their franchise.  

The efforts of INEC were also sabotaged by some of its staff in connivance with some 

politicians. It was alleged that they hoarded result sheets and gave them out to the highest 

bidders who may have used the result sheets to compromise the actual outcomes of polls from 

the polling units.

By the end of the 2023 General Elections, due to violence, some Nigerians lost their lives. They 

include Mr. Festus Idahosa a 33-year-old Nigerian and 43-year-old Mrs Elizabeth Owie, a 

mother of three who lost their lives in Edo State. INEC staff were manhandled and practically 

begged for their lives in some parts of the country. This is regrettable and should not be the 

norm.
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SECTION FIVE

MAJOR ISSUES ARISING FROM THE ELECTIONS

The 2023 General Elections were faced with a range of major issues arising from Pre, during 

and post-election activities. While the specific issues can vary from state to state, here are some 

recurring challenges and concerns that were been observed during the elections: 

1. Voter suppression was a significant issue in the elections. Tactics such as intimidation, 

violence, and the deliberate disenfranchisement of certain groups were reported, 

particularly in areas like Lagos State and Rivers State among others. with political 

tensions which seek to manipulate the electoral process.

2. Pre, during and post-election-related violence was also reported. This violence 

includes clashes between supporters of different parties, attacks on candidates and their 

supporters, and even the destruction of election materials and INEC property which 

was recorded in states like Imo State where INEC facilities were seen burnt down and 

vandalized by hoodlums and attacked by unknown gunmen 

3. The lack of adequate security and insufficient protection for voters, candidates, and 

electoral officials was reported which came in the form of intimidation, violence, and 

disruptions in the voting process. Some polling units did not have the presence of 

security personnel. This led to low voter turn-out most especially during the 

Governorship and State House of Assembly elections. 

4. Vote Buying and Electoral Fraud: Vote buying, where politicians or their agents offer 

material incentives in exchange for votes, was seen as prevalent even with the cashless 

policy, party agents were seen collecting account numbers. canvassing was also an 

issue because top politicians were seen canvassing by showing off their ballot papers 

after thumb printing in secret which is against the law. This practice undermines the 

integrity of elections and compromises the democratic process.

5. The Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), was reported to have had 

recurring problems with uploading results to the INEC result portal by INEC and adhoc 

staff in the field.  Addressing these issues is crucial for Nigeria's democracy to thrive. 

By implementing electoral reforms, enhancing security measures, promoting 

transparency and strengthening institutions will work towards free, fair, and peaceful 

elections that reflect the will of its citizens.
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ANNEX 1

1. MOCK ACCREDITATION ANALYSIS
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          GENERAL INFOGRAPHICS ANALYSIS 
Geo-political Analysis and distributions

ANNEX 2
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2023 CTA GENERAL ELECTION INFOGRAPHICS REPORT 
(PRESIDENTIAL)

1,416 RESPONSES FROM THE 2000  
OBSERVERS  CTA  DEPLOYED  ACROSS THE 
36 STATES INCLUDING FCT

ANNEX 3
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PICTURES
Election Day Activities
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CTA preliminary statement in Asaba Delta State. (Governorship and State House of Assembly)
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CTA third Press Statement in Abuja

FCT observers training
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OBSERVERS TRAINING
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Election Day Activities 

Abuja-Fct
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Ogun state
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Ebonyi state
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Benue state
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Kogi state
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Lagos state

Rivers state
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Osun state

Eki� state
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OBSERVERS TRAINING FROM OTHER STATES.

Kas�na state
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Plateau state
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Niger state
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Opening of the situation room for the Presidential and National Assemble Elections in FCT
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Signing of the Peace Accord
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Presidential Election Day pictures
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Press conference on the Mock Accreditation Exercise
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Press conference on attack on INEC's offices
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Allegation against INEC

Press Conference on the attack of INEC's offices
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North- Central Stakeholders meeting
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North-East Stakeholders meeting
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North- West stakeholders meeting
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South-East stakeholders meeting
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South-South stakeholders meeting
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South- West stakeholders meeting
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Voters education
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